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Milton Keynes and Buckinghamshire
incorporating BACH




	Minutes: MKB Care Association Members Meeting Thursday 9th July 2009 

	

	Held at: Green Park, Aston Clinton 

	Present: Recorded on signing in sheet
Minutes:  


	
	Agenda item
	Action

	1
	Apologies 

There were no apologies given.
	

	2
	Welcome 

Everyone was welcomed to the meeting by 

Peter Beard – Director of MKBCare 

Peter took this opportunity to introduce Geoff Bayley the new Chief Executive of MKB Care and Chris Westwood-Smith – Skills for Care for Milton Keynes Oxford Buckinghamshire and Berkshire to those present and welcomed them to the meeting.


	 

	
	MKB Care Association (MKB) update

Members are reminded of the work that the association does. Website is available for all to access.

Peter Beard said that Geoff Bayley had accepted the position of Chief Executive on a part-time basis and would be supporting and working for the association bringing a wealth of experience to the post.

	 

	
	Member Benefits

Members are reminded of the benefits.  Please contact Complete Care Network (CCN) or use the website to investigate the benefits available.  Members were encouraged to use the services that were offering good discounts and offers.  Lesley Izzard is prepared to visit individual homes and make an assessment and advise on ways in which they can use and access services to make the most of the benefits. CCN can offer advice on setting up or improving a website.  They also manage the web site for MKBCare – there was positive feed back from those members present who had used the site.  Remember that there is a job vacancy service on the website – it is FREE.
Directory – we require members to improve the entries in the directory – contact CCN they are happy to advise and help with this.


	

	
	Speakers

1. Bucks Dementia Strategy – Ojalae Jenkins – Adult Social Care

Ojalae delivered his presentation on the Joint Strategy For Dementia Care.  Ojalae was very keen to hear from the homes that were not specifically registered for dementia care.
Important points:
· Training Skills Gap identified by the government
· Referral Service
Bucks CC – Healthy Minds referral service for Older people to access counselling
· ‘Living Well in Care Homes with Dementia’ – DoH

Encourage care homes to appoint a ‘Lead person for Dementia’

Recommended reading DoH ‘Everybody’s Business’ (see web site)

Questions:
· A question was asked about the possibility that Older People with dementia due to Drug and Alcohol problems will gradually be entering the system 

Ojalae accepted that this was an issue 

· Feeling the Pulse (2003) Who Cares Wins (2005) both published by the Alzheimer’s Society – recommended 

· Training – several questions were asked about training and workforce development plans 
SECAS is trying to put together a uniform strategic plan for training to help Care Home Managers plan and access the right training for their staff 

· Finance – the government has given £1.5 million to the NHS the intension being that the money should be used for developing the Dementia Care Strategy – the problem is that the money is not been ‘ring fenced’

The cynical view is that ‘Dementia Care’ has never taken a prominent position within the NHS and will this money really be used for front line services 

· Ojalae was very keen that he received the feed back forms from everyone present – these will be sent out via email 

· Finally Ojalae said that the Dementia Care Strategy proposal would be published in 3 weeks and there would be a 3 month consultation period.

The document would be available on line and in printed format at libraries and The Council Offices.
2. Brian Paine (SECAS) – Exploring IT Options
Brian highlighted the

Adult Learning Courses for Buckinghamshire 2009/10.  SECAS are looking into ‘TeleCare’ – contacts all over the South East.  Working with the Cluster Groups in Buckinghamshire SECAS are looking to develop Bespoke IT training programmes for Care Homes or Domiciliary Care – there may even be opportunities for individual care homes to have a bespoke training programme.

	Linda will email copies of any relevant documents mentioned  to members 

	
	Q&A Session
Geoff Bayley said he had a meeting with Bucks CC regarding Personalised Budgets. He asked:
Had care homes thought how they were going to manage the process?
Did Care facilities perceive it as an opportunity?

There appeared to be a general acknowledgement of the process but managers felt they had very little knowledge and information about Personalised Budgets. Geoff said he would make sure that Bucks CC MUST keep care facilities ‘in the loop’.

	

	
	Comments/Issues

Members attention was drawn to the CQC website and the consultation document that is running on it at present – members were encouraged to visit the site and participate.


	

	7
	Dates of future meetings

All members please put this date in your diaries 

MKB Care – Conference

date 23rd SEPT 2009

all day – more details to follow

	


